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Then he charged Monk with having received some in-
decent overtures from seditious persons, and demanded a
full disclosure of their nature that the Council might take
steps accordingly. But the kindly old general had no
mind to see proscriptions begin. He had no idea of letting
one party shed the blood of another, and being fully de-
termined to hold the balance true till the nation's wishes
could be weighed, he was not averse to letting the Council
see what volcanic forces he could explode upon them at a
word. " There is not so much danger in agitation as you
apprehend," he said when Ashley Cooper had done. "It
is true some have been with me to be resolved in scruples
concerning the present transactions in Parliament, but
they went away from me well satisfied." And the Council
had to tamely receive the rebuke of the fearless look and
laconic address which their consciences were too guilty
to resent.

So the incident ended, but not without one important
result. As Gumble had lost the general's ear from being
suspected probably of too close an understanding with
Ms old patron Scot, so now Clarges, who had succeeded
him, was superseded by a new councillor. By the
advice of his brother Nicholas the general invited his
kinsman Morice, the secluded member for Plymouth, to
come up and take his seat, and from this time forward
the slow-witted soldier had at his elbow the political
sagacity of this scholarly recluse.

It was indeed fortunate that he had, for he was not
yet to be left in peace. Haslerig immediately returned
to the attack with a petition from a number of officers
begging the lord-general to sign a declaration in favour
of a Commonwealth and against a single person, and to the doors locked.itution. Prac-
